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I am here today because I am asking Professor Joanne St. Lewis not to sue me.  

In 2008 the student union released a public report about systemic racism at the University of 

Ottawa. The University asked Professor St. Lewis to act as an expert to assess the student report 

in a responding public evaluation report. The expert found that there was no basis for affirming 

systemic racism at the University of Ottawa. In March 2010, I emailed the Professor to discuss 

her report since I was a stakeholder in her conclusions about systemic racism at the University of 

Ottawa. Professor St. Lewis failed to respond to over half a dozen of my emails and when she 

finally responded, she advised me that I should recontact her “towards the end of May 2010 “for 

meeting” since she had too much on her plate. Moreover, she said that she will be able to have “a 

full discussion with [me] at that time”. As directed, I recontacted Professor St. Lewis, however, 

she did not respond. It wasn’t until I sent her a few more emails throughout the following months 

that I received an automated message that she was on sabbatical. If this report was done for the 

benefit of Students of Color and I am a student of Color, why won’t Professor St. Lewis meet 

with me?   

On November 22, 2012, I sent an email to Professor Joanne St. Lewis advising her that I made a 

video about her and posted it on my blog. Moreover, I kindly asked her to provide me with any 

comments or corrections which I would have also posted to my blog. The matters discussed in 

my video arose while I was student at the University of Ottawa. Professor St. Lewis did not 

respond to my email; however, her lawyer Richard Dearden did. On December 18, 2012 I 

received a notice of libel from Mr. Dearden.  

In the youtube video I made, I expressed the opinion that Prof. Joanne St. Lewis acted like 

President Allan Rock’s "house negro". The fact that she was hired by Mr. Rock, a white man, to 

write this report and then essentially said that systemic racism does not exist lead me to that 

conclusion.  I still hold that opinion today.  

As former president of the Kilimanjaro Black Student Association, Member of the 2008 Racism 

Task Force on Campus, Chairperson of the Student Federation of the University of Ottawa’s 

Black History Month Committee, and co-founder of black caucus I have had the dubious 

distinction of being made aware of racism experienced by Students of Color and I’ve also 

personally experienced racism on several occasions on this very campus. It is my contention 

Prof. St. Lewis’ report was not done completely for the benefit of Students of Color and it 

appears that the evaluation was possibly made out of a desire to cover up a scandal for the 

university and not to objectively evaluate the student union’s report. Everyone has the right to 

their own opinion about this. I'm not trying to impose my opinion; I just want the ability to 

express it freely. 



Moreover, I believe that the university may be funding the potental lawsuit against me. St. Lewis 

is already suing former U of O professor, Denis Rancourt, for $1-million for expressing a similar 

view on his U of O Watch blog. This defamation lawsuit, which began in 2011, is funded by the 

university, and pursued by the same lawyer who threatened me. On February 11, 2013, I sent an 

email to university president, Allan Rock, asking whether or not the university plans on funding 

a lawsuit against me. However, he has not responded. 

I am saddened that the university would potentially fund a lawsuit against me because a 
professor felt insulted -- that's why I’m going public – I want to prevent this kind of thing from 
happening. I want a society where you can make these kinds of criticisms of public figures.  
 
I am a student who lives below the low-income cut off and I can’t afford to retain legal counsel. 
As such, I am asking Professor St. Lewis not to sue me rather I would like her to have a public 
discussion with herself, myself, and other Students of Color on campus about her report and 
about the real problem of systemic racism on campus. Please Professsor St. Lewis, I ask that you 
not sue me and that you reconsider retracting your notice of libel that you sent me.  
 

 


